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A Message From Board President  

Lucia Francis
Despite the ongoing challenges faced by the lingering effects of the pandemic, it is an 
extremely exciting time to be involved in Advocates. Throughout 2021 we have not only confronted many of these 
difficult economic and emotional issues, but have marshaled resources to provide the kind of consistent, high-level 
support Advocates is known for. This is, in part, thanks to our incredible staff. The work they do is done with empathy 
to open the minds of all to see domestic and sexual violence and human trafficking not as we imagine the experience 
to be, but as those who experience it see it. Our successes over the last year are also in large part due to the 
generosity of organizations, community, and people like yourself. Your support enables individuals and families to have 
more than safety: it puts them on the path to living a full, thriving life. 

We look forward to a robust 2023, growing the services we provide and continuing to enhance the environment we 
provide for our clients. I encourage you to become an Advocate for this worthy organization and thank you for your 
part in our vision.

Lucia Francis

A Message from Advocates’ Executive Director  

Barb Fischer
At Advocates 2021 turned out to be a year of incredible growth and successes 
despite being called upon to stretch our resources. Our wonderful board, tremendous 
volunteers, and caring staff worked in concert to make sure services and programs were 
uninterrupted and our clients remained on their path from safety to building healthy lives of fulfillment. 

We are extremely proud to be recipients of a significant and highly-competitive grant through the Equitable Recovery 
Act. These funds allowed us to hire new staff; establish a Transitional Housing Program assisting 12 families a year 
with 12 to 18 months of rent while at the same time continuing to work with them on case management, budgeting, 
increasing income, and counseling for both adults and children; and increase our mental health counseling 
resources. We are very excited to see these developments take root and bear fruit in 2022.  

At Advocates, we believe in an individual’s right to not just survive, but to thrive in a life of dignity and purpose. We approach 
all of our programs, resources, and outreach with this goal in mind. It is incredibly uplifting to know this does make an 
impact. Recently, we had the pleasure of hearing from two of our survivor clients who were both able to purchase their first 
homes. Another client called to let us know she had just become a U.S. citizen! A robust life of accomplishments, safety, and 
meaningful connections is no longer a fantasy for victims/survivors. With the right type of assistance throughout the period of 
crisis and after, this can be the reality for more and more individuals impacted by sexual and domestic violence. 

Every survivor who thrives makes us all stronger. Join us in being a part of our collective success story. I am grateful for 
your continued support that enables everyone at Advocates to be a part of work that enriches the entire community.  

Barb Fischer
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Our Staff
Barb Fischer 

Executive Director

Kristen Nicholson  
Associate Director

Mary Knetter 
Sexual Violence  

Services Director

Abby Favela 
Volunteer Manager 

Janet Schmitt 
Accounting Manager

Alyssa Ellis 
Legal Advocate

Shaina Buckner  
Sexual Violence  

Community Advocate

Charlotte Coenen 
Shelter and Community  

Housing Advocate

Pamela Molina  
Case Manager 

Natasha Keiser 
Case Manager 

Sophie Zentner  
Child Advocate

Robert Kirsling  
Resource Development

ASSOCIATES
Mary Ferwerda

Megan Grossmueller
Nancy Johnson 

Samantha Kovatch
Christina Kotlowski

Erin Leroy
Kerry Pratt
Laura Cox

Maddie Schultz
Megan Whitmer

Vincent Hall
Diamond Lashaee

Marquis Thorn
Amaria Fagundes

A Client’s Story
At the stop sign, a moment’s hesitation. Instead of turning left like I 
usually did to return home (a place I had never considered my home, 
but a house of horrors upon horrors), I continued straight, wholly unsure 
where I was destined until I found myself in front of the local police 
department. I walked inside, informed the kind officer that I would like to 
file a report against one of my more aggressive and unrelenting abusers 
for attempted murder. I broke down and cried about the reality in which 
I found myself. A kind officer gave me a phone to talk to an Earth Angel 
(one of the first of many I would soon encounter) who comforted me, 
was patient with me, was gentle with me, and re-assured me that my 
furry children would be well taken care of if I did choose to drive to the 
shelter, an unknown place, but anything was better than “home.” 

 When I did enter the doors of the shelter, I was finally free—I was truly 
safe—for the first time in my life (at almost thirty years of age). What an 
incredible blessing and liberating feeling that was; I will never forget 
it. The shelter was the first place in my life in which no one harmed 
me with words, acts, and/or hands and, even more, had unbelievably 
neither any wish nor desire to harm me. 

I was assigned a case manager to help return to the real world with a 
better plan, in a better state, and in a better place than I had coming in. 

There was free legal counseling appointments for all of us to help 
in any potential court cases; vouchers to various places for us to 
use for bedding, furniture, clothing, or whatever else it was that 
we were in need of (just do not offer to buy the most comfortable 
shelter furniture—I already tried); resources for us to use to find new 
affordable homing (should we choose that route).

Help to find new employment; resources for us to add additional layers 
of security for our continued and necessary safety (and privacy) from 
our abusers (by way of a little-known Department of Justice Program: 
Safe-At-Home); programs passed along for me and others to use to 
shelter any and all pets and many and much more that would take 
several more pages. 

In short, I have nothing but endless gratitude to the many Earth Angels 
and to Advocates of Ozaukee as a whole, and all those anonymous 
donors, businesses, organizations, professionals, and others who 
partner with Advocates of Ozaukee to make all the things that they 
do even possible and to have even come across them in my life. I am 
boundlessly thankful for them and this even more beautiful life I now 
have, one that was made unfathomably and unbelievably better (one 
that I did know that I was capable of even achieving) because of them. 
—Advocates’ Client
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Marge Albanese
AmazonSmile Foundation
American Legion Post 412
Ms. Rise M Andersen
Peggy Anderson
Wesley Anderson
D Andrews
John Arendt
Kristy Ashenden
Nicholas Ashenden
Nancy Baehmann
Lisa Bates-Froiland
Barbara Bates-Nelson
Be3
Beautiful Savior Lutheran 
Church
Kate & Jason Bechen
Daniel Becker
Justin Behm
Mamie Behrens
Nicole Beier
Suzan Ben-Poorat
Benevity Inc - BMO Financial 
Group
Robert & Kathleen Bentley
Halien Besaw
 Lucy Betz
Rachel Bialk
Audrey Blaeske
Barbara & Robert Blasing
Joy Bloemer
BMO Financial Group
Bock Family Charitable Fund
Rick Bock Fund 
Jim Bohn
Patrick Bremmer
Brico Fund LLC
Madeleine Bucher
Sandra S Buchman
Shaina Buckner
James Buczek
Tracy Buczek
Christopher Buday
Jaclyn Buday
Kay A Buelke Schroeder
Donald Burhop
Amy Burke
Nancy & Craig Byers
Don & Kathleen Bystricky
Katie & Chris Callen
Stephen & Danette Carlton
Cedarburg Light & Water Utility
Cedarburg Lions Club
Cedarburg Wine and Harvest 
Festival
Charities Aid Foundation of 
America
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Christie
Mr. & Mrs. David Cisar
Irene Clausen
Matthew Coburn
Jeff and Katie Coenen
Annique Cohen-Wichner
Coldwell Banker Realty CARES 
Foundation
Community United Methodist 
Church

Michael & Joan Connolly
Jack Cook
Mr. and Mrs. Cordio
Costco Corporation
County of Ozaukee
Crossroads Presbyterian 
Church
Kathleen & Timothy Cullen
Thomas and Cathy Czaja
Mr. and Mrs. John Dahlman
Pamela DeBack
Joyce DeCleene
Mr. & Mrs. James Dekker
Arlene Delapasqua
Gladys DeMerit
Melissa Depies
Katie Dickelman
Dominican High School - 
RedGen Club
Donna Doro
Chris & Gary Drasch
Lupe Duenas
Patriq DuSaint
Sibel & Mark Duzeski
Eagle Eye Power Solutions, LLC
Edgewater Tuesday Swingers 
Golf League
Cynthia Ehlers
Emergency Food and Shelter 
Program
Lawrence C and A Joan Engel
Equitable Foundation Inc
Jim and Caryn Esten
Patricia D Eubanks
Tami Fahey
Faith Lutheran Church
Dawn Faucett
Robert and Linda Fehl
Ms. Carol Feuerstein and Ms. 
Anne Mattson
First Congregational Church 
UCC
Barbara A Fischer
Dave & Karen Fischer
Stephanie Jo Fischer
John & Tess Fleissner
Mary Fontanazza
Lucia Francis
Fredonia Lioness/Lions Club
George & Patty Frommell
Frontstream, Inc - Costco
Mr. John Gassert
Gathering on the Green Inc.
David Gawlik
Mary Jane Geisert
Jeffrey Gellendin
Jaclyn Genrich
Rachelle Gillen
Katie Goebel
Gollup Family Charitable Fund
Kevin & Eileen Goniu
Tom Grabow
Joe A Graf
Grafton Lions Club
Janine Graham
Grand Avenue United Methodist 
Church
Christa Graverson

Greater Milwaukee Foundation
• Jack & Germaine L. Spooner 

Living Trust
• Marsha Ernst Krueger 

Charitable Fund
• Mequon/Hiram Schmitt Fund
• Tendick Family Foundation 

Fund - GMF
• Mr. Don Tendick
• Walter and Ruth Olsen Fund 

- GMF
Wendy Greeney
Ted & Kay Grob
Megan Grossmueller
Roger Groth
Karen Gruel-Spang
Nancy L Haacke
Roberta & Kurt Hackbarth
Kara Haggith
Patricia Gallun-Hansen
Kelly Harried
Timothy & Lynn Hawkins
Gerald Hazlett
Health in Balance
Lynn Herms
Karl & Carol Hertz
Mr. and Mrs. Hill
Jean Hiller
Peter & Sue Hitler
Mike Hoge
James & Laura Holtz
Joyce Hopfensperger
Miriam Horwitz
Jeffrey Humphrey
Mary Ann Ihm
Lois Jacoby
Jodi Jankowski-French
Sara Janzer
Julie Jennings
James Johnson
Judethe K. Johnson
Lynda Johnson
Denise Jones
Reverend Barbara Jordan
JSA Foundation Fund - GMF
Paula Juedes
Annaliesa Kubosch
Marcia R. Kaminski
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Kacmarcik
Robert & Sue Karlman
Lynette Kasprzak
Kathryn Potos Fund
Susan Katzban
Ted & Mary D Kellner
Kevin and Linda Kurth Family 
Fund
Paul D Kimmel
Claire Kinnear
Nancy Kinscher
Robert & Beth A Kirsling
Mary Knetter
Kristopher Knous
Susan Koebel and Joan Haas
Renice Konik
Ken & Edie Korb
Paul Krause
Jason Krentz

Richard Lee Kronforst
Mechthild Kuhn
Dawn Kuznacic
Kwik Trip, Inc.
John Laffey
Landmark Credit Union - 
Grafton Branch
Betty Langlais
Judy Langreck
Jeanine Larvick
Andrew G Lechtenberg
Joy Levin
Lisa & Jeffrey Johnson 
Charitable Fund
Dr. Charlotte A Little
Christine Litwin
John & Kathleen Logan
Al & Jane Lorge
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Lueder
Kathleen MacDonald
Karen L Makoutz
Heidi Marcus
Mary & David Bennett
Jane Manthey
Glorianne Mather
Marsha Mauger
Ruth Maze
Gina McBride
Amy & Daniel McConeghy
Nancy McGiveran
Suzy & Matt McManus
Mel’s Charities, Inc.
Mequon United Methodist 
Church
Mequon Woman’s Club 
Mequon-Thiensville Chamber of 
Commerce
Steven P Meyer
James Meyers
Mr. and Mrs. Scottie Michaelson
David & Mary Janann Miller
Hilde Miller
Sheila Moeschen
MOMS Club of Mequon/
Thiensville
Pauline Morrison
Deborah Mueller
Peggy & William Mulligan
Karin Mulrooney
Sherri Musa
Musbach Donor Advisory Fund
Jacquelyn Musbach
Richard & Evonne Musbach
National Christian Foundation 
Wisconsin
Paula Nelson
Robert & Kimberly Ness
Network for Good - Facebook 
Donors
Ms. Deb Neulreich
Nevaeh Salon N Beyond LLC
Kathleen Newell
Kristen Nicholson
John Nickel
Christina Nielsen
William & Betty Nimmer
Ruth O’Connell Duenk

Cindy Ortiz
Palmer Family Foundation
Paula Parker
Thomas & Florence Paulin
Joyce Peterson
Linne Petri
Betty Philipps
Richard R Pieper
Peter Pierce
Virginia F Pierson
Joseph Pigeon
Pilgrim United Church of Christ
Port Washington Lions Club
Port Washington State Bank
Port Washington Women’s Club
Susan Porter
Sara Prange
Beverly Pyle
Gretchen Quinlevan
Ralph J. Huiras Family 
Foundation
Christina Ramirez
Debra Rand Feldman
Renata Rappold
Sandy & Jon Rauser
Regal Beloit Charitable 
Foundation
JoAnn L Reiter
Susan & Rabah Rennane
John & Patty Richmond
Rita Stevens Family Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. David Romoser
James Rondeau
Diane Rosenberg
Joyce Rosenberg-Gadzichowski
Fred Rusch
Susan Rush
Mary Rynders
Thomas & Judith Saeger
Monica Sanz
Alice & Bob Sauer
Donna Scaffidi
John Schauble
Jane Schiek
Ray & Veronica Schneider
William and Mary Schopbach
James & Judy Schwengel
Dave Scott
Mark & Marge Sebern
Rebecca Selle
Denise Shaw
Phyllis Shepherd
Ann Sherwood
Amy Shesto
Grace R Smaxwill
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Smelter
Bruce Smith
Minna Smith
Smithfield Support Services
Tanya & Ryan Soerens
Jane Spalding
Speaker Family Foundation
St. Francis Borgia Catholic 
Church
St John Lutheran Church
St John’s United Church of 
Christ

St. Paul Lutheran Church
St. Peter’s United Church of 
Christ
Jo Ann Stade
Allen & Susan Starkman
Robert & Susan Steckel
Donna & Don Steffens
Lori Steinbach
Lu Steinert
Calvin Steinweg
Julie Stelter
Deborah Stone
Mark Styles
Jared Sutliff
Barbara Swietlik Metz
Nancy Szatkowski
Laura & Bill Tackes
John Takerian
Gustavus F Taylor
Linda Taylor
The Fred and Eleanor Wertz 
Charitable Fund 
The Michael & Jean Galvin 
Family Fund
The Rauser Agency / Robertson 
Ryan Assoc.
Thiensville-Mequon Lions Club
Thiensville Mequon Noon 
Rotary
Catherine Tikkanen
Karen Tomashek
Gina Tozer
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Tushman
U.S. Bancorp Foundation
United Way of Greater 
Milwaukee
United Way of Greater 
Waterbury
United Way of Metropolitan 
Chicago
United Way of Northern 
Ozaukee
Linda Vargo
Vineyard Community Church 
Gil G & Linda Vraney
Jo Ann & Robert Wagner
Paul & Susan Waldo
Shirley Warber
Randy Warnke
Richard & Laura Weber
Chris Webb
Jane Wegner
Wells Fargo
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph P Wenzler
WHEDA Foundation, Inc.
Wild+Precious Clothing 
Boutique
Rachel Wilde
Dr. Suzanne Wilkerson
Maureen Wiskirchen
Melissa Wraalstad
Peter Young
Mr. & Mrs. George Zenke
Mark Ziebell
Zing Boutique

SPECIAL THANK YOU TO 
WILLY PORTER FOR HIS  
19 YEARS OF SUPPORT!

to our Caring Annual Donors



Special 
Donations

In honor of: 

Chris Drasch
Jennifer Drasch-Gerard

Barb Fischer
Cheri Farnsworth 

Diane M. Lane

Patty Eubanks
Cindy & William Hilgendorf 

Lynn Thiermann 
Michelle Chen &  
Matthew Roethle

Mary Knetter
Edmund & Sue Placzkowski 

Cheri & Greg Richardson

Alyssa Schaller
Jennifer Pope

Gordon Schaenzer
Dave Schaenzer

In memory of: 

Jessica Ellenberger & 
Madyson Marshel 

Susan Cadwallader

Sin Lam 
Lloyd Cole

Charles & Agnes Edwards 
Dr. Linda Edwards-Savage

Ryan Guy 
Debra Guy

Mikie Raikovich 
Jill E. Haupt 

Aaron & Michelle Kluck 
Daniel & Sheryl Pals

Leah Peters 
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Johnson

Kelly Sullivan 
Joanne & Harold Mayer 

Barbara A. Roob

Peg Roethle 
Michelle Chen &  
Matthew Roethle

Barbara Schaenzer 
Dave Schaenzer

2021 Financials
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REVENUE
Contributions  $302,766 
United Ways  $201,859 
Foundations  $53,625 
Fundraising Special Events  $7,449 
Government Grants  $480,715 
Investment Income  $903 
In-Kind Contribution   $60,000

Total Revenue & Support  $1,107,317

EXPENSES
Domestic Abuse Program      $422,999 
Children’s Program                $167,863 
Sexual Assault Program          $346,535 
Total Program Expenses  $937,397

Management & General              $83,807 
Events/Fundraising Support               $63,594 
Total Support Expenses  $147,401

                Total Expenses  $1,084,798 
                                    Net   $22,519

TOTAL REVENUE & 
SUPPORT

$1,107,317
43%

>1%

GOVERNMENT 
GRANTS

INVESTMENT 
INCOME

1%
FUNDRAISING  
SPECIAL EVENTS

5%
IN-KIND CONTRIBUTION

27%
CONTRIBUTIONS

18%
UNITED WAYS

5%
FOUNDATIONS



Awareness
Trusted information is vital to the safety and 
ongoing wellness of domestic and sexual abuse 
survivors. We are proud to be educators in our 
community and beyond, working with partner 
organizations to break the silence around abuse, 
assault and human trafficking.  

“Thank you, again, for the amazing gift of your time 
and for sharing the tremendous depth of knowledge, 
experience, and skill that you have in working with 
individuals experiencing abuse and violence, especially 
in the context of intimate partner, family and dating 
relationships. These issues are impactful across the 
population and lifespan – and will very possibly, if not 
undoubtedly, touch the lives of these OT students in 
both personal and professional realms. I am so grateful 
to have had this opportunity for the students to receive 
the program and frank conversation you provided for us. 
Thank you so very much for this educational experience.” 
—THANK YOU LETTER FROM AN EDUCATOR TO MARY, OUR SEXUAL VIOLENCE 
SERVICES DIRECTOR 

Advocacy
We begin advocating for all of our clients at the 
first point of contact–a phone call, a social media 
message, a conversation at one of our informational 
events. We are committed to seeing our clients 
through every part of their journey to live lives of 
health, dignity, and purpose. 

“I don’t know that without Advocates help I ever would 
have healed. The staff gave me the tools I needed to get 
through a really tough time. Getting the help, knowing 
the resource is there is the biggest thing. I’m a huge 
advocate for Advocates because of the great resource 
that they are.” —ADVOCATES CLIENT

“Advocates of Ozaukee have helped me in my journey by 
offering nonjudgmental support. Making the call to them 
was tough. For the first time I had to admit I was a victim 
of abuse after 33 years of marriage.” —ADVOCATES CLIENT

Our Services
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”
“Advocates was so helpful. 
Staff was compassionate, 
caring and so supportive 

during my healing journey. I 
am so grateful for everything 

Advocates provided. Staff 
continue to reach out to 
provide regular support.”

—ADVOCATES CLIENT

”

“Thank you for being flexible. 
Advocates operates unlike 
other agencies where it is 

difficult to get through and 
coordinate meeting your 

needs. I know I can always 
count on Advocates to help in 

my darkest moments.” 
—SEXUAL ASSAULT COUNSELING CLIENT



18%

INCREASE IN CLIENTS  
WITH DISABILITIES

20%

INCREASE IN  
INFORMATION & REFERRALS

16%

INCREASE IN  
SAFETY PLANNING

33%

INCREASE IN JUSTICE  
SYSTEM ASSISTANCE

7

Safety
One of the cornerstones to building a successful life is safety. 
Individuals deserve to feel physically, emotionally, and 
mentally secure as well as to create financial stability. We take 
our commitment to our clients’ safety needs very seriously 
and work hard to make sure we follow the most up-to-date 
protocols and protections. 

“Without Advocates help I don’t know that I’d be here. It was an online 
dating situation that went wrong. I was afraid at first, but you just 
need to make that first call. The first time is hard but it gets easier.”   
—SEXUAL ASSAULT SURVIVOR

“[Support] Group is super beneficial because it helps you realize you 
are not alone and you get the chance to help others who are in the 
group too.”   
—SEXUAL ASSAULT GROUP CLIENT

“I started calling Advocates of Ozaukee Crisis Line almost 1 year 
before I finally left my Abusive situation. I received all the support and 
help I needed, but it was still hard to leave at that time. I was at my 
lowest point when I made the choice to move out and into the shelter. 
I am now living my life happy, abuse free and confident. I would not 
be here if it were not for Advocates of Ozaukee and their amazing 
staff and volunteers. Thank You Advocates!!!” —ADVOCATES CLIENT

Legal
There has never been a more crucial 
time to know your rights as a citizen 
or member of the community. Our 
Legal Advocate works closely with 
our diverse clients to ensure just and 
equitable treatment under the law.  

“I couldn’t have done this without you. 
You helped me understand my strength 
and worth through knowing my truth 
and what I deserved. You helped me 
confirm that I was doing the right 
thing and that I was capable of getting 
through it, and because of that, I did.”  
—ADVOCATES LEGAL CLIENT

”
“I could never 

thank you enough 
for the continued 
support and for 
fighting for me. I 
truly appreciate 
you and all you 

do for me.”
—ADVOCATES LEGAL CLIENT

”
“My kids are at a much 

better place & are starting 
to enjoy life again.”

—ADVOCATES HUMAN TRAFFICKING CLIENT TESTIMONY



Board of Directors
Kate Bechen, V.P. 

Dykema

Lucia Francis, President 
Retired MATC

Lynn Hawkins, Treasurer 
Stein Garden Centers, Inc.

Patty Gallun-Hansen 
Dorothy Gallun Fine Jewelry

Lupe Dueñas 
Eastbrook Church

Dawn Faucett 
Advocate Aurora Health Care

Debra Rand Feldman 
Bayside Woods

Allan Starkman 
Forefront Dermatology

James Johnson 
Ozaukee County Sheriff

Patty Eubanks 
Keller Williams Realty

Dave Fischer 
Community Volunteer

Jim Bohn 
Community Volunteer

Jacqueline Weeden 
Weeden & Assoc.

Tom Czaja, Sec. 
Retired Law Enforcement

Rachelle Gillen 
Clarios

Peter Pierce 
State Fair Police

Barb Fischer 
Executive Director

Our Mission
To support and empower those who have 

experienced domestic or sexual violence by 
providing safety, advocacy, education and resources.
To educate and work with and within the community 
to promote respect, dignity and appropriate behavior. 

To transform our community so that domestic and 
sexual violence no longer exists.

Our Purpose
To end domestic and sexual violence  

through support, empowerment, education,  
and transformation.
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