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This Is How The Cycle Is Broken!

Advocates just received this note from a post we made on our Facebook page.

Hello!
“My name is Karen and I have noticed that you have been posting a lot lately and I forgot I had
even liked this page on Facebook.
I stayed at Advocates with my mom when I was a child and I would just like to say thank you so
much for all that you do for your clients. Without Advocates, I would not have had a place to
stay as child for a period of time so I am forever grateful for that work that you all do!
I now work part-time at a homeless shelter and am a junior studying Human Development and
Family Studies. The organization I work for now serves children and families. It is a very rewarding job and I hold a special place in my heart considering I stayed in a shelter as child and have
lived the experience.
The moral of this all is that I am very grateful for your organization and the wonderful work that
you all do! I came across a post and thought of this so I figured I’d let you know how amazing
you all are.”
Thank you!
It is beyond gratifying to know that Karen is doing well, achieving in school, and giving back to
her own community through her work. Children are so often forgotten in the wake of domestic
violence. From the beginning, Advocates has recognized children as victims and worked with
them to provide a sense of safety, dissuade any feeling of guilt they may have, and provide
them with tools for resilient behaviors so they have a path to healing.
More is now known about the effects of domestic violence on children. They are far more
likely to become abusive or partner with someone who is abusive. They are far more likely to
have mental health and physical problems and they are far more likely to underachieve in life.
That’s why it is so important to get to children early and expose them to the tools they can
use to fight those life changing possibilities. Through providing a safe place, skill building and
letting children know they are not to blame you give them a much better chance at building a
strong, healthy life.
That’s exactly what we do at Advocates children’s program. In 2017 the increase in children’s
support were nearly overwhelming. We saw 67% more child clients, had a 98% increase of
hours in children’s domestic violence support group, and a staggering 131% increase in hours of
youth advocacy.
Please consider using the enclosed envelope to make a gift to help Advocates. With your help
we will keep getting notes from other children like Karen telling us they are ok and that they are
on a path that eliminates violence from their lives.
Thank you,
Barb Fischer

We Are Very Grateful For All Your Support!

MATC Mequon Campus and United
Way of Northern Ozaukee stopped by
and did an amaziang job of helping
us with fall clean-up and other jobs
such as preparing meals for residents
and group meetings, and lots of
cleaning around the shelter.

A giant

THANK YOU to Rockwell
Automation & Ozaukee Master Gardenerfriends. For the 16th year they came to
Advocates for a day of volunteering.
This group of workers did a great job replacing windows, moving plants, creating a
safe base for our new children’s play set and
so much more.

Thank you to our long time partners,
Cedarburg Junior Woman’s Club for
donating the proceeds of the 2018
Monster Dash to Advocates of
Ozaukee!

Our great friends at United Way of Northern

Ozaukee and many, many community
volunteers recently held their annual
Stone Soup event.
Advocates families are so happy to receive
the bounty of this event in the form of
delicious soup, rolls and cookies.

Mequon Thiensville Sunrise Rotary once again graced Advocates with 60 meals for our
residents to grab from the freezer and heat up. This thoughtful gift makes many nutritional
and quick meals available for tired Moms and kids who are so very grateful!

Relax - We got it Covered!
Bring your holiday gifts to Mequon City Hall to have
them wrapped by police department staff and support
Advocates of Ozaukee by making a donation.
No package is too big or small and many styles of
wrapping paper will be available.

While

shopping this holiday season, please
consider
sharing
your
happiness
with
families living in Advocates shelter. Each year we
have a full house around the holidays and try to make
sure their celebration is full of joy. You can help by
purchasing a new holiday gift for those impacted by
domestic and sexual violence and human trafficking. We are always in need of tween and teen gifts
especially. For gift ideas, to adopt a family, or help
with holiday meals call Emily Fleissner at 262-2843577 or email her at advocate1@advocates-oz.org.
VOLUNTEER MANAGER CHRIS DRASCH
RETIRES

After 20 years of sharing her knowledge, caring, and

wonderful sense of humor with so many victims,
survivors, volunteers, and co-workers Chris Drasch,
pictured above with her husband Gary, has retired and
started a new chapter of her life. Chris has been a
constant force at Advocates and she will be greatly
missed. Chris began at Advocates as an overnight
shelter worker. She has shared many special moments
with shelter residents, clients, and staff over the years.
All of them join us in wishing her a healthy, relaxing
and fun future.
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Dave Fischer
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Ozaukee Co. Sheriff
Allen Starkman
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Once again the very generous Willy Porter and Carmen Nickerson will perform a
benefit concert for Advocates of Ozaukee.
Concert Date: February 8, 2019 8pm
Cedarburg Cultural Center, Cedarburg, WI
Tickets go on sale mid December on Advocates website.
www.advocatesofozaukee.com
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